
What is Acoustic Sussex? 
Acoustic Sussex is a non-profit making organisation that promotes quality singer/ songwriters and other acoustic musicians in 
the mid-Sussex area, using different venues. We encourage new and local talent by providing support slots for the main act 
and other opportunities such as ‘open mic’ evenings.  Any profit we make from events is used for charitable purposes. 
 

 

   www.acousticsussex.org.uk   

News Release 
 

c/o Martin Snodin, 
Farthings, Lion Lane,  

Turners Hill,  
West Sussex RH104NU 

Tel. 01342 716975 (eve/weekends) 
01737 376090 (day) 

mobile: 0780 901 3329 
email: martin@acousticsussex.org.uk 

 

For the attention of:  Published on 12 October 2007 

Thursday 15 November                 THE DYLAN PROJECT  

Chequer Mead Arts Centre, East Grinstead  
 

Take four of Britain's most talented folk-rock musicians and a unique 
singer, add the repertoire of a genius, and you've got the recipe for a 
dream band.  

The musicians in question are Fairport Convention's Gerry Conway 
(drums and percussion), Simon Nicol (guitars) and Dave Pegg (bass), 
joined by PJ Wright (slide and electric guitars, pedal steel) and the 
singer is Steve Gibbons. As The Dylan Project, they present an 
exhilarating tribute to the work of arguably the greatest post-war 
songwriter in the English language – Bob Dylan.  

The Dylan Project is far more than a mere copycat act. The members 
bring their own distinctive take on the music: Steve Gibbons sounding 
uncannily like Dylan interprets the lyrics with stylish individuality, while 
retaining his own inimitable vocal style. There's PJ Wright’s 
scintillating slide and haunting pedal steel; Simon Nicol adding 
compelling rhythm guitar and fine backing vocals; Dave Pegg bringing 
his beautifully subtle and powerful bass lines, and Gerry Conway 
holding the whole groove with a tour de force on drums and 
percussion 

Support for the show comes from a new and talented young singer, Ella 
Edmondson  (she’s the daughter of Jennifer Saunders and Ade Edmondson).  
More at: www.myspace.com/ellaedmondson. 

 

Tickets are £15 (less concessions) from the Box Office 01342 302000 or email 
info@chequermead.org.uk. More information at (www.acousticsussex.org.uk). 

 

full biography overleaf 
 

Quotes - what others say: 

"Whether you are a diehard Dylan fan or just enjoy great songs performed with flair and brio,  
The Dylan Project will take your breath away. Go and see them - you won't be disappointed.” 

Andy Farquarson, Iconic Musi c 
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Dylan Project – biographies 
Steve Gibbons  

Birmingham-born, front-man Steve first leapt to prominence as leader of 
The Uglys, a band at the forefront of Brum's early-60s music boom. It 
was while The Uglys were playing a residency at a club in Germany that 
Steve first heard The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan: "The voice made me 
tingle, the song made me shiver, the moment is frozen," he recalls. In 
1972 he formed the Steve Gibbons Band . In 1975 they released Any 
Road Up (the first of many albums) and went on to success in the album 
and singles charts. Steve became an iconic figure, lean 'n' mean, the 
epitome of British popular music. The Steve Gibbons Band has been 
through various line-up changes down the years but has remained 
perennially popular, partly because Steve not only has one of the 
greatest rock voices in the UK but is also an inspired songwriter.  

P J Wright 

PJ Wright is a multi-instrumentalist who plays acoustic, electric, and pedal steel guitars, harmonica, 
mandolin, saxophone, and organ. His musical roots are in R&B and American country-rock although his 
career has spanned everything from 1960s underground cult band Family  to backing big-name acts such 
Del Shannon  and the Coasters: he even did a stint in the pit band for Joseph and the Technicolor 
Dreamcoat. PJ has worked extensively as a session musician: his credits include recordings with Chris 
While and Julie Matthews, David Hughes, Julie Felix, and Christine Collister. During the 1980s and 90s, PJ 
regularly recorded and toured as lead guitarist with the Steve Gibbons Band. Since 1999, he has been lead 
vocalist and guitarist with his own five-piece folk-rock band Little Johnny England.  

Dave Pegg 

In the 1960s, Dave (known to all as Peggy) threw himself into Birmingham's vibrant rock scene. A talented 
guitarist, he found himself gigging most evenings with one or other of the city's young bands. He joined the 
Ian Campbell Folk Group on double bass where he met fiddle maestro Dave Swarbrick . It was through 
Swarb that Peggy was introduced to Fairport Convention : Little did he know the association would last 
well over 30 years. After founder-bassist Ashley Hutchings left Fairport in 1970, Peggy took over on bass 
and backing vocals, a role he has fulfilled ever since. In the 1980s, Peggy joined Jethro Tull  as bass 
player. As if playing in two bands was not enough, he and his wife Christine set up Woodworm Records to 
produce and market Fairport's albums.  

Simon Nicol 

As a teenager in London, Simon met local musician Ashley Hutchings , a man whose unique talent for 
forming successful bands has become legendary. Though he was only 13, Simon's talent as a guitarist 
impressed the older Hutchings and - with lead guitarist Richard Thompson  and others - they began 
convening for rehearsals at Simon's home, and Fairport Convention  was born. The band became hugely 
successful after vocalist Sandy Denny  joined the band. Their seminal album Liege and Lief set the mould 
for British folk rock. After Sandy’s death, line-up changes followed and Simon found himself taking a more 
prominent role on stage and he has been the band's main guitarist and lead singer ever since. 

Gerry Conway 

Even as a toddler in north London, Gerry Conway wanted to be a drummer: in fact, he got his first drumkit 
at the age of 11. By the time he left school, his vocation was clear and he went to work at EMI hoping for a 
chance to audition. Before long, he was playing with blues legend Alexis Korner 's band. In the early 
1970s, Sandy Denny had left Fairport Convention and Gerry was invited to join the short-lived folk-rock 
band, Fotheringay . He subsequently toured with Cat Stevens  for over six years. In 1979 he went to live in 
the USA for a few years, working mainly with Jerry Donahue. During the 1980s, Gerry returned to the UK 
and spent a year or so on the road with Jethro Tull . This was followed by a stint with Richard 
Thompso n's band. In 1985, Gerry joined Pentangle  and has been with the band ever since. As if one 
band wasn't enough, he has also been Fairport Convention 's drummer since 1998. 


