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Lark Rise to Candleford  
A musical adaptation by   

Ashley Hutchings’ Lark Rise band  
 

The Lark Rise to Candleford trilogy, written by Flora Thompson (and now a new BBC One 
series), recalls the rural England of the late 19th Century, leading up to the Great War of 
1914 - 1918. It is crammed full of stories, customs, music, singing games and much more 
besides.  

When the National Theatre decided to put on a play of Lark Rise two decades ago, it was 
Ashley Hutchings  who was appointed Music Director and his Albion Band provided the 
music. A follow-up, Candleford, employed the same team.  A record of music and stories 
from the National Theatre productions soon followed. 

With the recent CD release of this 
classic album, Ashley has formed 
the Lark Rise band  to once again 
draw focus to the memorable 
music of the plays. Joining him in 
the band is a new generation of 
singers  
and musicians, all of whom have 
discovered the magic of Lark Rise 
and its words and music. 

A concert performance by the Lark Rise band will pr esent music, words, dance and song from the 
book and the plays, celebrating a lost way of life so memorably captured by Flora Thompson. 

 

UPDATE  Special support for this show is from Ruth Notman . Described by Kate Rusby 
as “Fantastic, really special”, Ruth is an 18 year old singer and songwriter who reached 
the finals of the 2006 BBC Radio 2 Young Folk Awards  and hasn’t looked back since. 

 
Tickets are £14 (£10 concessions) from the Box Office 01342 302000 or email info@chequermead.org.uk. 

More information at (www.acousticsussex.org.uk).. 
 

 

Quotes - what others say: 

"A superb glimpse of an England that is now lost”’ 
 Worcester News (review from the show at Huntingdon Hall) 
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More about Lark Rise to Candleford 
Lark Rise to Candleford is the name of a 
semi-autobiographical trilogy about the 
English countryside written by Flora 
Thompson. The titles of the individual 
volumes are Lark Rise (1939), Over to 
Candleford (1941), and Candleford Green 
(1943); all published by Oxford University 
Press and as a Penguin Modern Classics.  

The books recall the rural England of the late 19th Century, leading up to the Great War of 1914 - 
1918. They are crammed full of stories, customs, music, singing games and much more besides. 

The village names are fictional but based on real places (Candleford was Buckingham; Candleford 
Green is thought to be partly based on Fringford - where Flora Thompson spent her childhood - but this 
has not been proved.). 

Keith Dewhurst transformed the three books into 
two plays, both put on at the National Theatre, 
London and directed by Bill Bryden and Sebastian 
Graham-Jones: Lark Rise in March 1978, and 
Candleford in November 1979.  The books 
describe village life through the seasons of the 
year, but for the plays Dewhurst selected just two 
days: the first day of harvest for Lark Rise and the 
first hunt meet of the new year, a winter’s day in 
January, for Candleford. Ashley Hutchings  was 
appointed Music Director, and his Albion Band 
provided the music, for both productions.   

Ashley’s band (and several of the cast) included some of the great luminaries of English folk music, 
such as John Tams, Martin Carthy, Shirley Collins, Michael Gregory, John Kirkpatrick, Bill Caddick, 
Graeme Taylor, Martin Simpson and, of course, Ashley Hutchings himself.   

 

The music and some of the narrative from the plays was issued on vinyl in 1980 on 
Charisma records and soon became a classic folk album. Such was its enduring appeal 
that it was recently re-released as a CD on the Talking Elephant label. Ashley decided to 

form the Lark Rise band to once again draw focus to the memorable music of the plays. Joining him in 
the band is a new generation of singers and musicians (Simon Care, Judy Dunlop, Guy Fletcher and 
Ruth Angell) all of whom have discovered the magic of Lark Rise and its words and music. 

 

A word about Ashley Hutchings (aka The Guv’nor)… 

Apart from being a multi-talented writer, arranger, producer and broadcaster, Ashley 
Hutchings’ is an important figure of influence on the folk scene world-wide. He is 
perhaps best-known for being the founder of both Fairport Convention  and 
Steeleye Span . With his long-standing Albion Band , his ‘other band’ Rainbow 
Chasers  and now his Lark Rise Band , Ashley continues to be in the forefront of folk. 

For more, visit on Ashley Hutchings’ website at: http://ashleyhutchings.tripod.com/larkrisetocandleford.html 


