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This week’s winners of the Horizon Award in
the 2008 BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards , this all-
girl Northumbrian quartet have courted the
mainstream without diluting their folk roots,
luring fans as disparate as Phil Jupitus, Kate
Rusby, and charming interpretations of songs
by the likes of Antony & The Johnsons, Robert
Stuart Maconie. They bring honesty and
imagination to the tradition alongside Wyatt and
Bonnie Prince Billy.

In fact, while Rachel & co. come from a very traditional starting point, viewing them in a folk context could be
misleading, not to mention limiting. Rachel & co are better seen alongside the likes of Sufjan Stevens and
Joanna Newsom; eclectic artists whose common ground is in sounding like nothing that has come before.

Support: Anna Tabbush

Tickets are £13 (less concessions) from the Box Office 01342 302000 or email info@chequermead.org.uk.
More information at (www.acousticsussex.org.uk).

More overleaf...

Quotes - what others say:

“It's looking great in 2008” “Captivating narrative folk songs... with voices, piano, fiddle and cello, they play
hauntingly beautiful renditions of traditional songs, self-penned compositions and intriguing cover versions."
The Telegraph 29/12/2007 selected gigs for 2008

"Quite possibly the folk album of this generation" ***** Rock'n'Reel
"Utterly gorgeous" **** The Guardian

“If you only buy one folk album this year... Rachel Unthank & The Winterset's eerie, heart-rending
masterpiece The Bairns" Observer Music Magazine (Top Albums of the Year)

"Deeply atmospheric" **** MOJO
"Glorious" **** Uncut

“Intimate, epic, overflowing with feeling and musical intelligence™ The Independent

What is Acoustic Sussex?

Acoustic Sussex is a non-profit making organisation that promotes quality singer/ songwriters and other acoustic musicians in
the mid-Sussex area, using different venues. We encourage new and local talent by providing support slots for the main act
and other opportunities such as ‘open mic’ evenings. Any profit we make from events is used for charitable purposes.




Biography

Dancing down the leftfield and singing in their own lilting Geordie
accents, Rachel Unthank & The Winterset make friends of
staunch tradition and sonic adventure. The all-girl Northumbrian
quartet have courted the mainstream without diluting their folk
music, luring fans as disparate as Phil Jupitus, Nic Jones, Joan As
Policewoman, Kate Rusby, Alasdair Roberts and Stuart Maconie.
Fearless, peerless and wholeheartedly brave, they do the North-
East proud with the honesty and imagination they bring to its
traditions. Also don’t rule out charming interpretations of songs by
the likes of Antony & The Johnsons, Robert Wyatt and Bonnie
Prince Billy.

Their second album, The BAIRNS, licensed to EMI Records, is the
follow-up to debut album Cruel Sister; Mojo Magazine Folk Album of
the Year 2005. Launched at Cambridge Folk Festival, The BAIRNS
is rich with the quality of centuries-old songs and the creative force
of four young musicians at their peak. Rachel Unthank & The
Winterset push themselves and the listener, reaching profound
levels of emotional and musical complexity, chaos and clarity.

The band’s collective background in traditional music is the anchor that affords
them their sense of adventure. In much the same way that Peter Kay’s satire of the
working class is underpinned by pathos and the sort of deep understanding it's only
possible to have by being one of them, Rachel Unthank & The Winterset subvert
folk music with love and authority.

Austere and glacial on record, Rachel & co. are conversely known for their warmth
and humour on stage. Following an extensive UK album tour in Autumn 2007,
Rachel Unthank & The Winterset look forward to taking their astonishing new
album and charming live show around the world.

The end of 2007 saw the accolades increase, with THE BAIRNS picking up several

‘folk album of the year’ press reviews and announcement of the 2008 BBC Radio 2
Folk Awards finalists, in which Rachel & co. were nominated in no less than 4 of the 9 available
categories, for Best Album, Best Live Act, Best Group and the prestigious Horizon Award. On the day, they
won the Horizon Award.

STOP PRESS
The band now have a new pianist, Stephanie (Stef) Conner, who recently replaced
Belinda O’Hooley. The other band members are Rachel Unthank, Becky Unthank
and Niopha Keegan.

“Every now and again, and | mean, every now and again, once in a blue moon type of every now and
again, you hear music that is so complete, so wonderful, unique and yet familiar that it stops you in your
tracks. They have that blue moon magic about them, and they have it in spades.” BBC Website

“Music as tough as it is gentle, as ancient as it is modern, and as coldly desolate as it is achingly intimate..
joyous, virtuous and luscious un-folk - ancient melodies, graphic atmospheres and everyday concerns
radically transformed by bloody-minded and discriminating modern sensibilities” The Observer

"The Bairns is a bewitching, dream-like, down-to-earth masterpiece.”" Observer Top 50 Albums 2007
"Not just a great record but an important one; a classic in its own lifetime." Channel 4 Top 10 Albums

What is Acoustic Sussex?

Acoustic Sussex is a non-profit making organisation that promotes quality singer/ songwriters and other acoustic musicians in
the mid-Sussex area, using different venues. We encourage new and local talent by providing support slots for the main act
and other opportunities such as ‘open mic’ evenings. Any profit we make from events is used for charitable purposes.




