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Monday 3 December              SAM BAKER 
The Ravenswood, Sharpthorne     Support: Adeline  

A lot can happen in a few years. Sam Baker  can tell you that a lot can 
happen in a few seconds. Back in 1986, he was travelling in a train 
through Peru, when the carriage he was in was blown apart by a terrorist 
bomb, killing fellow passengers and leaving him clinging to life. Deafened 
and gravely injured, Baker spent the better part of the next decade working 
on both a physical and spiritual recovery. It was through storytelling and 
the art of songwriting that Baker began to make sense of a sometimes 
senseless world.  

Baker's songs are pictures sketched in short, spare lines and lay bare the 
honest truths and simple details of life. His vocals are fragile, almost 
spoken, and totally absorbing. 

These days, Sam is becoming one of the biggest underground Americana 
names of recent years. His debut album, Mercy, gained much critical 
acclaim, largely by word-of-mouth.  

Within days of its release in Europe, his new album, Pretty World, was sitting at the Number 1 slot on 
the Euro-Americana Chart, compiled from returns sent in by over sixty music journalists, radio show 
presenters and internet sites in the UK and Europe. Pretty World celebrates the moments large and 
small that frame our lives.    More at: www.sambakermusic.com. 

 
Support for the show comes French singer-songwriter, Adeline  who now lives in 
Hastings.  More at: www.adeine.co.uk. 

 

Tickets are £10 in advance (£12 door) - telephone 01342 714810 or buy online 
at www.acousticsussex.org.uk. 
 

                                                                                Sam Baker full story overleaf 
 

Quotes - what others say: 

" He is a major artist. He'll be playing play live on the show when he's in the UK in December. 'Pretty 
World‘ is magnificent - one of the great albums of the year."  Bob Harris, BBC Radio 2 

“A fantastic album that is guaranteed to open your mind and your heart.”  Maverick Magazine 
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Sam Baker’s story 
Austin songwriter Sam Baker grew up in small-town nr Dallas, Texas. But 
in Peru in 1986, on a train to Machu Picchu, Sam lived through a terrifying 
moment that changed his life. His seat-mates were three other tourists — a 
German couple and their son — all sitting in tight quarters, their knees 
nearly touching. Shining Path guerrillas had stowed a bomb in a luggage 
rack across from him. When a red backpack exploded directly above the 
woman, the family was killed. In all, eight died, including two Americans, 
and 40 were wounded.   

Baker’s femoral artery and vein were both cut by shrapnel and he says he 
doesn't understand how he survived.  After eight-hours of emergency 
surgery in Peru, he endured 17 reconstructive surgeries in Texas. The slow 
crawl back to self-sufficiency started with figuring out how to feed himself. 
Says Sam: "I couldn't walk, my left hand was really chopped up, I was deaf 
on one side and partially deaf on the other. I couldn't live a physical life." 

He had played guitar right-handed before the attack, but the damage forced him to play left-handed. "You 
wind up doing whatever you have to do," he says. "And for a long time, I had a core-level distrust of every 
moment. I think for a number of years ... every room I went into and every car I got into and out of, I 
subconsciously expected to blow up in a flash, and I would be in that other world. It was terrifying — and 
there were other parts of it that were remarkably calm."  

Sam began writing short stories in an effort to make some sense out of the chaos in his mind. He also re-
evaluated his songwriting. "My prior songwriting was pretty boilerplate: 'I love you, you love me, you don't 
love me.' After (the incident) those songs didn't make as much sense to me. It all got kind of mixed up," he 
says. "I'll hear songs on the radio and be drawn not to the whole song but to a passage or a chord change 
or a shift in the emotional line of the song." 

Sam wrote about the incident in the song Steel on his 2004 debut album, Mercy: "God have mercy / I 
believe my heart has failed / Smoke rises through a hole in the roof / The dead say fare thee well." 

Baker's hearing deficiency can be tricky onstage. His voice, a gravelly twang, isn't always precise. 
Sometimes he has ringing in his ears. Without doubt Sam Baker a songwriter, but he's not convinced he's 
a musician, despite Mercy's radio play in Europe and his touring schedule (mainly in the US) that has 
gradually begun to fill his calendar. Sam says: "I don't think you have to have really good hearing to make 
music," he says. "But I would never claim to really be a musician. I'm a writer, and the form I've taken is to 
combine words with melodies. I use a visual tuner on stage, and I try to play with a really good monitor, so 
the sound I get is undistorted.” 

Today, Sam Baker is not that well known even in his adopted hometown of Austin, Texas. However, since 
the 2004 release of his debut 'Mercy', word of Baker's songs have slowly but surely spun around the world. 
Maverick Magazine awarded the album five stars. 

 

In August 2007, Sam returned with the second part of his story, the self released 'Pretty 
World'. On the new album Maverick magazine said: “Like a kid filled with wonder, her has 
become an observer with a keen eye and a heart of gold… some day, we might hopefully 
all see it that way.” 

 

“The poetry of those songs is really stunning. He could have turned out really bitter,  
but instead he turned it into art."  John Wilson, Texasmusic.com 

“It's hard to say Baker is a musical force because everything he does is understated, which is  
what makes his music so inherently strong.  

Hardly anyone else is doing what he does and probably no one else should”. 
John Matthews, FolkMusic.com  


